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An Account of BOOKS. 

I OfTervationiNaturali, ove fi contengono ma- 
terie Medico-Fifiche, Natural Obfer- 

nations, containing feveral Medico-Phyfieal 
and Botanical Matters, with divers Natural 
Produ&ions, feveral forts of Pbofphori, Sub¬ 
terraneous Fires in Italy, and other Curious 
SubjeSls, in Familiar Letters, by Signior Paul 
Boccone, M. D. Printed at Bononia in 12 Q 
1684. 

O U R Commerce with the Italian Bookfellers ha¬ 
ving been for feveral Years lefs conftant, it may 
not be amils to prefent the Reader with an Account of 
fome of the raoft Curious relating chiefly to Natural 
Hiftory or Philofophy. 

I (hall begin with an Abflraft of this Mifcellaneous 
Treatife of the Ingenious Boccone, written in Italian , 
and containing Twenty Six feveral Obfervations. The 
Author had formerly publilht in French Natural Enqui¬ 
ries and Obfervations on Cor all Ajlroites , &c. at Paris, 
Anno 1671. reprinted afterwards at Amfterdam in 1674, 
and at Oxford his Icons and Defcriptions of the rare 
Plants of Sicilia , &c. were Printed Anno 1674. 

In the Firft of the Obfervations, contained in this 
Traft the Author treats of the EfFedfo,. Caufes, and Pre¬ 
paration of the Noftiluca or Phofphoriu Aerous , as it was 
made by the Honourable Boyle. The zd. Olf, is of Sub- 
terraneous Fires and their Phaenmem and Caufe from 
the Effervefcence of an Acid and Aicali, with-an Ethe¬ 
real or Subtile Matter interpafcd. The yi. Obf. is .of 
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Cures and Prefervatives from the Plague, where he fo 
much extols Veficatories, which in the Year pre- 
ferved as many as made ufe of them, when the Plague 
was very hot at Genoa. And here lie Obfervcs by the 
way, that the Root of Colchicum is no other ways a good 
Remedy in this cafe, than as being a fort of gentle Ve- 
ficatory, from the Acrious Particles of which it confifts, 
and not as an Amulet, as fome have fuppofed. In the 
4 th. Obf. He Difcourfes of the Iron Rings made of the 
Nail (taken out of a Stone-Horfe’s near Foot before) 
by hammering only without Fire, as good for the Cramp 
and Giddinefs, worn on the Ring-Finger, which if of 
amy prevalency, he fays it is from the Volatile. Particles 
it received from the Horfe’s Hoof, and not as any Charm. 
The yth. Ohf. Contains a Catalogue of Natural Effe&s 
ufually attributed to Sympathy. The 6th. Olj. Treats 
of a Succedaneum to Crabs-Eyes, of the little Chalky 
Stones found on the outf des of the Scait Fifh on the Pa - 
fiinaca Marinade. The yth. Obf. Is of fcveral rare Plants, 
and fome Empirick Remedies chiefly againft Witchcraft. 
The 8 th. Obf. Defcribes a certain Smoaking Liquor 
made of Mercury and Tin. The 9th. Difcourfes of yel¬ 
low and black Amber found in divers Places of Italy , a 
new Difcovery to moft. The 1 o th. Obf Is of the 
Bed of a certain Infeft (not unlike thofe with feveral 
little Cellules made by Bees or Flies in hollow Trees, or 
on the Leaves of Plants) found in the midfl of an 
Oyffer-fhell in Mount Marita. The r 1 th. Obf Is of fe¬ 
veral Animalcules found in little fhelly Tubes. The 
iztb. Treats of the Vertues of feveral Plants for diver3 
Difeafes of Beafts. The 13 th. is of a certain Man that 
after his Wifes Death fuckled his Child at his own Breafts, 
Anno 1633. which he confirms by a Credible Tefti- 
mony. The i<\th. Obf. Gives us an Account of the 
feveral Mufeums or Repofitories of Curiofities to be feen 
in Italy. The 1 ‘yth. Obf. Difcovers the Author’s Me¬ 
thod 
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thod of Preparing the Bonontan Stone or Phofphorus: to 
which is fubjoyned a Curious Obfervation communicated 
to him by Job. Baptifla Martelli , concerning Humane 
Urine. The 1 6th. Obf. Enumerates feveral Earthy 
Concrets, good for abforbing and correcting Acids. The 
M7 th. Obf. Defends the harmlefsufc of Antimony , much 
efteeming the Panaccea made of crude Antimony with 
fixt Nitre, defcribed by Fr. Lana , in his Prodromus, p. 
iz6. The 18 th.Obf Difcovers the wonderful Texture 
of the Root of the Perfoliata Alpha latif. min. Bauhhi, 
made up of many Membranes curioufly complicated to¬ 
gether ; by wiiich Signature he fuppofes it good for Rup¬ 
tures, and the rather bccaufe another Species of Perfo¬ 
liata, by Chabreus called Auricula Leporu, has been ufed 
withSuccefs in that cafe. The 19th. Obf is concern¬ 
ing a Spring, called Pliny's, and the River by the Inha¬ 
bitants now named Torbidone * which Fountain in April, 
Anno 1680. in a quarter of an hour rife three Inches 
perpendicular, and funk down again in half an hour’s 
time, repeating this Flood and Ebb alternately every 
two hours; which Phenomenon was obferved not two 
days, as is ufually there thought, but only a few hours 
before a lhower of Rain. In the xoth. Obf. He (hews 
that the Musky fmell coming from fome Pifmires and 
Flies of Pifa t proceeds only from Sulphureous Particles 
mixt with a Volatile Salt in the Dung of thofe little 
Animals. In the xif?. He gives four Reafons why fome 
Plants are green all the Year. 1. From the abundance 
of Oily Particles, as in Tanfey , &c. x. A more Oafs 
and Vifcous Subftance, as in the Semper-vivum maj. &c. 
3. A very much interwoven texture of the Fibres of 
the Leaves, as in Opuntia, Aloe Americana, &c. 4. A 

more hard and clofe outward Skin,with which the Leaves 
are covered, as in the Laurus Alexandrina , Box, &c. 
The xxth. Obf. Defcribes ^peculiar fort of Infeft, which 
he found on the Leaves of the Myrtus Tarentina at Rome , 

Anno 
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Anno 1678 ; they were of a grey colour, and a convex 
figure, like the half of an Hempfeed, and fay the Mi- 
crofcope (hewed fcaley or plated like the Millipedes', be¬ 
ing rub’d and bruifed on a Paper, they gave it a curious 
Purple colour, whence he conje&ures they are a-kin to 
the Cochinille Infeft, which Paulus Ammamiu in Manu- 
dutl ad Materiam Med. likeos to the Cimices, and (ays, 
that they are found on the Ficus Indica. In the x^d. 
Obf He adds fome other Rcafons of the continual green- 
nefs of fome Plants, which, though defended with but a 
thin Skin, yet refill the cold of the Winter, by reafon 
of its being of a like texture with that of a Man’s, 
which the Microfcope difeovers, and fo is capable of af¬ 
fording the fame defence ; fuch are Arum, vulg. Brafica, 
But fome Plants, though of a (olid texture, can¬ 
not endure the alterations of the Sealbns, from the ve¬ 
hemence of the South Winds, and want of fulficient 
Moifture in themfelves. In the 14 th. Obf. Several Pro¬ 
digious Effefls of Sulphureous Exhalations in divers 
Party'of Italy , are related. In the x$th. Obf He adds 
fome more thoughts concerning the Sal Ammoniac he 
found on Iron-Scoria thrown up by /Etna in the Year 
1669, to thole he had formerly publiih’d in Difquifit. 
& Obferv. P by fids circa Cor allium, (SV. Edit. Amft.p. 47. 
Aofwering a Quell ion propofed by Mcnzeliiu about the 
Bononian Stone. Laftly, In the z 6th. Obf He averts 
the great Vertue of a Mineral Bezoar found in Sicily , 
confirming it with the Cure of an Epidemick Fever in a 
Virgin of Nineteen Years old, when all ocher Alexiphar- 
wicks had proved unfuccelsful, provoking a confiderable 
Sweat, and throwing off the whole Cuticula ; and (hews 
the reafon of this Cure. 

This Ingenious Searcher into Nature, not fatisfied 
with, what he has already prefented the Curious, in a 
Letter dated at Palermo, Decemb. 4th. i6(j diredhd to 
the Secretary of the Royal Society, promiles in a (hort 

time 
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time to Publifh another Book of zqo new Plants lately 
gathered by himfelf in Sicily , (graved on azo Copper 
Plates; of which the Title will be, Mufeo di Fiftca e 
di Efperienze , arricbito di Figure di Fiante nove, Offerva - 
zione, Note Medicinally e Ragionamenti.fecondo i Frincipit 
di Neoterici, difpofito in Decade VIII. 

In the fame Letter he tells us, that the Lychnis Ffeu - 
domelanthio fimilis Affricamts glaber angufli-folios. Fault 
Hermans , is the fame with the Lychnis Calyce duriori 
Bocconi Ic. ® defer. Rar. Plant. The Stachis Be tonka 
folio Jubincano P. Herman, is the Horminum Spicatum La- 
vendulie odore Bocconi : And that thefe with feveral other 
rare Plants delcribed by late Authors, are found fre¬ 
quently in Sicily. 

He likewife Propofes a new Scorbutic Plant, which 
from the Analogy of feveral external Notes and Cha¬ 
racters he thinks may prove a very good Succedaneum , 
where the Cochlearia folio fubrotundo Cafp. Bauhini is lels 
plentiful, viz. Jhlafpi Leucoii folio latifolium platicarpos 
Siculum , femper virens & femper fiorens. This Plant ha¬ 
ving a very biting tafte, a thick leaf, and fmell like the 
Cochlearia , confirms his Conjefture, befides the Gene- 
rical Note of the Seed, the moft certain Indication, and 
fure Guide to difeover the Qualities of unknown Plants, 
according to Fabius Columna , and Andreas Ceefalpinus. 
This he fubmits to the Tryal of PhyficianS; obferving 
that they choofe out amongft the feveral Species of the 
Anagallis aquatic a that called Anag. qqu. maj. folio fub - 
rotundo, C. B. Pin. poffibly becaufe of the Saline, Ni¬ 
trous, and Acid Volatile Particles found in its Leaves, 
which abound alfo in Scurvy-grafs, and this Sicilian 
Thlafpi, 
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IF. Lezioni intornoalla Natura delIeMofette>C^r. 
Dtfcourfes concerning the Nature of Damps-, 
hy Lconardus Capuanus, a Member of the 
Academy of the Inveftigantes. Naples , in 4*°- 
* 683. 

I N the Preface to this Treatife, the Son, who is the 
Pubhlher thereof, gives us the Hiftory of the Begin¬ 
ning and Fate of the Academy of the Inveftigantes , 
whereof his Father, the Author of this Book, was one, 
in fhorr, thus: Marqucfs Andreas Concubletti , after the 
Example of the Royal and Florentine Societies, invited 
the Learned Men of Naples to meet on certain days at 
his Houfe to Difcourfe ot and to Cultivate Learning and 
Knowledge; thefe a (Turned the Name of Invefligantes , 
with an Hound for their Imprefs, and Lucretius's word, 
Veftigia luftrat^ for their Motto. Scarce had this So¬ 
ciety met four or five times, from which fome promifed 
themfelves great Matrers, but it was again broken iri 
pieces, by the removal of the chief Perfbn under whole 
Protection they met. It was more than Twenty Years 
before this Piece, containing fome of the Leftures made 
in that Aflembly, were publifh’d in Memory of the be¬ 
ing of fuch a Society, and Dedicated to the Queen of 
Sweden. In the firft of thefe the Author enumerates 
the chief Places that formerly, or at this day exhale a 
noxious Vapour, treating largely of the Caves and Lakes 
near Naples , Puzzuoli , Baiae, and Cumce , making the 
Lake Avermts differ from thefe Damps, in that it is mifc 
chievous only to Birds, whereas the other are fo to all 
Creatures. Next, he gives the Opinions of the Old 
and New Philofophcrs concerning the caufes of thefe 
Damps. In th e Second Letlure, fuppofing Life to confift 

in 
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in the due Fermentation of the Blood, and other Juices 
of the Body, he (hews how neceflary the Air is for the 
continuing of Life, both in Plants and Animals, which 
the former that want Lungs, do yet receive in Veflels 
Analogous thereto; having (hewn that a Vivifick 
Spirit or Aura, generated out of the Blood by the Brain, 
is the Principle of Motion in Animals; and that the di¬ 
lating of the Thorax in breathing depends on this Aura 
only, which by the dire&ion of the Soul is'fent into the 
Nerves of all the Members, fo cauftng Rcfpiration 
( which he makes a voluntary A< 5 tion ) and accompanies 
the Air, received by the Veffels, to the Blood. In the 
Third Letture he Examines the feveral Effefits of the 
Caves exhaling thefe Damps, attempting to explain their 
caufes, viz. Lighted Torches are extinguilht by the 
‘thick and compaft Mineral Exhalations which oppofe 
the Particles giving or compofing Fire, and comprefs 
them fo, that they are forced to give way, and are dif- 
fipated. That in Animals thefe Vapours rifing by little 
and little out of the Veins of the Earth, and united to¬ 
gether in thefe Subterraneous Caverns, forcibly enter the 
Organs of Rcfpiration, and either wholly conquer or 
drive out the Vivifick Aura , or at leaft fo contract it, 
and lefTen its Power, as to flop the Motion of the Blood, 
and indeed all other Motions, and Life it felf. That 
deadly Lakes kill only the Birds that fly over them, by 
reafon of the Mineral (teams that from the bottom pe¬ 
netrating the Water, arife in a thin weakned Exhalation, 
and Birds requiring a more refined and purer Air than 
other Animals, are foonefl affedted by if. Then he Que¬ 
ries upon what Account Avernus , formerly from its 
deadly Quality dedicated to Tduto, is now fo altered, as 
to have been hurtlefs both to Firti and Birds for a long 
time, and fubferibes to their Opinion who refer thecaufe 
to the burning of the adjacent Gaurus , now called Barha¬ 
ms, and fuppofe that the Mortal Vapours formerly pe- 
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netrating thefe Waters, are now burnt out. There are 
feveral Curious and Learned Particulars interfperfed in 
this Treatife relating to Natural Hiftory, concerning 
feveral Bodies hidden in the Bowels of the Earth, nearly 
agreeing with thafe daily in our view. 
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